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engine was providing for the failed PC system.
Wiping the stick around or jockeying tha throttle
back and forth could be just enough to do you in
completely. By flying a litle further down the
runway—the book recommends touching down
within the first third—you’ll be able to set the air-
plane up and leave it alone during the final, criti-
cal segonds befora |landing.

Let's take a moment to talk about those few
saconds—the time that starts when you decide
the landing is assured and ends when the whaels
are rolling on the runway. | can understand why
gomaone might hesitate to start pulling off power
and slowing tha bird down. Look at it this way—
you're on final at 230 knots and the airplans s
under control, If you slow down, you lose some
lateral control authority. If you lose snough, the
airplane will go out of control and you won't be
able 1o do anything about it. You don’t really know
how much you can slow down and still maintain
contral until you slow down toe much and lose it .
Kinda puts you between the rocks, doesn't it?

TAC ATTACK

A possibla solution would be to go shead and
land at 230 knots. That's an intriguing idea that
would minimize the chances of losing control on
final, but you won't find anyone recommsnding it
officially because it could prove disastrous.

For openars, you'd be touching down well sbove
the maximum main gear tire speed—the tiras may
be able to take it, and then again, maybs not. A
blown main gear tire or two is axciting enough at
130 to 140 knots; at 230 it would really be & thrilll

Then there's the problem of 1aking the barrier.
Touching down at 230, even with an airplans that
weighs 37,000 pounds or less, you'll probably tear
oul the barrier whan you hit it. This act will slow
you down a lot but could, when tha barrier lets go
on one side, throw you sideways while you'ra still
going pretty fast. That's bad enough, but thare's
anothar possibility thet's evan worss,

Since tha aimplans will be well sbove normal
landing speed, it will have a tendency to fly back
into the air if you suck In a little extra aft stick
right after touchdown. If the hook should catch
whila the bird is nose high and lifting off the run-
way . . . wall, it's bean done befare and the rasults
are some kinda grim!

In any case, no matter what airspasd you fly or
which barrier you're trying to catch, remember
that you'll have nothing but manusl rudder, emer-
gency brakas, a littla bit of ailaron, and will power
for directional control on the ground, Hold the
bird's nose down and concentrate on steering for
the middle of the barrier,

A final poinmt 1o ponder on the perplexitiss of
barrier engagements: H you do take the wire
above normal engagement speed, and the barrier
doasn’t break—get ready for tha grastest slingshot
ride of your life, after the bird stops moving for-
ward and the barrler snaps you backwards! I've
sean Phantoms flung clear off the runway doing
this roliback trickl it usually doesn’t hurt anything,
bt it cartainly feels uncomfortable. ——
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Aircrew of Distinction

Capt John M. Dislonsy
338 TF&/4 TFW
Ssymour Johnson AFB. NC

0 26 August 1980, Maj Torry W. Bustiner and
Capt John M. Delonay were laading a cell of sevan
F-4 Phanioms in a deploymonm from Seymour
Johnson AFB in North Carolina to Ramatein AB in
Garmany, Tha 8 hour flight was plannad for aight

‘wir refusiinge

They wers 2 hours into the crossing whan their
UHF radio failed, taaving tham with limited racap-
tion on an auxiliary recsiver, Major Bustiner repo-
sitionexi tha flight on the tankers and passod the
lead responsibilitins to his deputy lead, The third
through sixth refuslings wera mada in and out of
the clouds using visual signals with the tanker,

Shortly before tha seventh refueling, in solid.
clouds, their right ganerator bagan to cycie on and
off. After that, the haading system started lluctuat-
ing up to 40 degrees, Than, the right angine nozzle
faited full open, and angine oll prossure
dacreased. They could not light the right after-
burnst aven with ropeated tries. Despite the drag
of three oxternal tanks end a baggage pod, Mapor
Buettnar and Captain Dalonoy succassiully
rofueled with the left angine in full afterburner
and the right engine al millary power.

After rofusling, they had to keop the right
engine st full military powar in order to stay up
with the flight. But the right engine oil pressure
was decreasing below normal operating limits. If
they reduced power on the right angine, they
woulin't have snough thrust to stay at rafueling
sirspead and altitude. With over 600 miles to go to
the nasrest divort basa, continued air refueling
was critical. Major Busttner and Captain Delonay
made one more refusling and then descended to
an altitude of 13,600 fest whara they could cruise
with less thrust They figured out the best pessible
airspead and altitude for their situation and flew
toward a divert bass in Graat Britain. With anothar
F-4 as escort. they successfully landed ut RAF
Upper Heyford, using thelr auxiliary raceiver for
communicatlon.

Major Busttner and Captain Deloney showed
superb airmanship and crew coordination in han-
dling multiple emergencies on an extended flight
They saved a valuable aircraft and, possibly, thelr
own lives. Their actions together qualify them as a
Tacical Air Command Aircraw of Distinction,

J;.h'

APRIL 1981
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